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SMSC  

and  

Fundamental   

British Values 

 overview 



Policies linking to SMSC and Fundamental British Values 

RSE policy 

PSHE policy 

Behaviour and Inclusion policy 

Anti-Bullying policy 

Anti-Bullying Peer on Peer Abuse policy 

SEN policy 

Equality statement 

The purpose of this document is to be a reference   

document for SMSC and Fundamental British Values 

(FBVs) at Woodfield. It includes definitions of SMSC as 

well as resources to aid with the understanding,   

teaching and implementation of a holistic and whole-

school approach to the promotion of SMSC and FBVs. It 
also contains examples of the ways in which Woodfield 

explores and promotes these areas each year. 



Why is SMSC so important?                     

SMSC is essential for children and young people's individual development, as 

well as the development of society as a whole and at Woodfield it is a priority 

and underpins a majority of what we do.  Our SMSC provision works hand in 

hand with our PSHE curriculum in order to deliver a curriculum which is acces-

sible to all and ensures that every pupil will know more, remember more and 

understand more about being a positive and successful part of our diverse socie-

ty, both as a child and as an adult.  

 

Ofsted highlights the importance of SMSC as central to the development and 

growth of pupils as people and at the heart of what teachers would say educa-

tion is all about.  

(Promoting and evaluating pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural develop-
ment’ OFSTED March 2004.) 

 

Ofsted inspectors visiting a school always report on the quality of teaching and 
leadership. They are also looking for something extra – to consider children and 

young peoples’ SMSC development. 

 

It is a key area of inspection and under-developed SMSC provision will affect 

Ofsted's evaluation of a school's overall effectiveness. 

 

What are fundamental British values (FBVs) ? 

In 2014, the Department for Education told all schools to promote ‘British val-

ues’ and advised that this is done through SMSC. 

Ofsted also require schools to promote ‘British values’ at every level including 
through their SMSC development, the curriculum and school leadership. 

The fundamental British values are: 

• democracy 

• the rule of law 

• individual liberty 

• tolerance  

• Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Actively promoting the values means challenging opinions or behaviours in 

school that are contrary to fundamental British values. Attempts to promote  

systems that undermine fundamental British values would be completely at odds 

with our duty to provide SMSC. The Teachers’ Standards expect teachers to  

uphold public trust in the profession and maintain high standards of ethics and 

behaviour, within and outside school. This includes not undermining         

fundamental British values and challenging behaviour and attitudes that may  

contradict or undermine them. Through Woodfield’s provision of SMSC, we:  

• enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-

confidence;  

• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and 

criminal law of England;  

• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initia-

tive, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of 

those living and working in the locality of the school and to society more 

widely;  

• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for 

public institutions and services in England;  

• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by   

enabling students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own 

and other cultures;  

• encourage respect for other people and expect to be treated with respect too  

• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the    

democratic processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is 

made and applied in England. (DfE 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How do we promote SMSC and Fundamental  British Values at    

Woodfield? 

SMSC and Fundamental British Values are interwoven through       

everything we do: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMSC & FBVs 

at Woodfield 

Our curriculum 

Subject content 

Drivers 

Our wider      

opportunities 

E.g. visitors, trips, 

celebration days, 

ambassadors & 

assemblies 

Our approach 

Thrive 

Kagan 

Positive relationships 

Our environment 

Displays, information 

& classrooms 

Our policies and ethos 

Our reward systems 

Learning 4 Life 

Celebration assemblies 

Attendance challenge 

Our community 

Working  and sharing 

with all families (e.g. 

BBQ, computing    

together)  

Our staff 

Invested, reflective, 

good role models &  

access to relevant CPD 

opportunities 

Our attitude 

Tolerance of others  

Willingness to actively 

challenge intolerant 

and extremist views 



Spiritual 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or oth-
erwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in 
and respect for   different people’s faiths, feelings and values. 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about them-
selves, others and the world around them. 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning. 
• Willingness to reflect on their own experiences. 
 

 

 

Moral 

The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and 
to readily apply this understanding in their own lives, recognise 
legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and crimi-
nal law of England. 

• Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and ac-
tions. 

• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about mor-
al and ethical issues and ability to understand and appreciate 
the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social 

The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example  
working and socialising with other pupils, including those from     
different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. 

• Willingness to participate in a variety of communities and so-
cial   settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with 
others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively. 

• Acceptance of and engagement with the fundamental British 
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that 
will allow them to      participate fully in and contribute posi-
tively to life in modern Britain. 

 

 

 

Cultural 

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural      
influences that have shaped their own heritage and those of 
others. 

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cul-
tures within school and further afield as an essential element 
of their preparation for life in modern Britain. 

• Knowledge of Britain’s democratic Parliamentary system and 
its   central role in shaping our history and values, and in 
continuing to develop Britain. 

• Willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic,     
musical, sporting and cultural opportunities. 

• Interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing     

respect for different faiths and cultural diversity and the ex-

tent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate 

diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards 

different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the lo-

cal, national and global communities 



 

How do we promote SMSC and Fundamental British Val-

ues through our curriculum? 

At Woodfield, we have an enriched curriculum where the 

views of our stakeholders influences its content.       

Because of this, we are able to provide a curriculum 

that reflects the school, the children and the local       

community and in turn promotes SMSC and the FBVs.  

The following pages contains each subject area and out-

lines how SMSC is promoted in each subject.  It is by 

no means an exhaustive list and as lesson planning is 

often fluid dependent upon the needs of the children, it 

might not be accurate each year but it is an example. 
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Examples of some of the wider opportunities experienced at Woodfield 

and how they promote SMSC and FBVs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience Year 
group/s 

SMSC area FBVs 

Drug awareness Year 6 Moral 
Social 

The Rule of Law 
  
Individual Liberty 
  
Mutual Respect 

Active travel    
challenge 

Whole 
school 

Social 
Cultural 

Individual Liberty 

Anti-Bullying Week  Whole 
school 

Spiritual 

Moral 

Social 

Cultural  

The Rule of Law 

Tolerance 

Mutual Respect  

UK Parliament Week KS2 Moral 

Social 

Cultural  

Democracy 

The Rule of Law 

Mutual Respect  

Language of the 
month 

Whole 
school 

Cultural 

Spiritual 

Social  

Mutual Respect 

Tolerance  

Elf Dash Whole 
school 

Social 

Cultural 

Moral  

Individual Liberty 

Yorkshire Wildlife 
Park Trip 

KS1 Spiritual 
Social 

Individual Liberty 
Mutual Respect 



Links for  online  SMSC/FBVs resources  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of resources covering different current affairs topics with free teaching ideas and 

resources 

https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources  

Resources and activity ideas linked to local area and environment 

https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/resources/  

Website run by parliament.  Good resources for teaching about parliament, democracy 

and voting etc. (KS2) 

https://learning.parliament.uk/  

Charity website with stories and photographs from children in developing countries. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone  

Teaching resources covering  topics such as war, famine, sexuality and religion 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/teaching-controversial-issues?cid=rdt_tools-and

-guides-controversial-issues  

Free interactive resources about sustainability 

https://www.sustainablelearning.com/  

A collection of free stories from around the world 

https://worldstories.org.uk/  

A festivals calendar explaining each festival’s significance 

https://www.reonline.org.uk/festival-calendar/  

A website promoting citizenship for children.  Includes resources on the environment, de-

mocracy and taking responsibility 

https://www.youngcitizens.org/  

News clips appropriate for children 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround  
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